Full Council Agenda

Tuesday, 4th February 2024 at 6.30pm

Councillors are summoned to attend the above meeting at Brancaster Village Hall, Main Road Brancaster, Norfolk, PE318AA
The meeting is open to the public. Any parishioner wishing to raise a matter on the agenda should speak when invited by the Chair during the time set aside for this.

	Philip Stone

Philip Stone, Parish Clerk, 29.01.2025

1. Declarations of Interest
a) Receive any declarations of interest of a pecuniary or other nature which may involve a conflict of interest.
2. Apologies for absence
a) To receive apologies.

3. Minutes
a) Consider approving the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2025
b) Matters arising from the above minutes – for information only

4. Public Comments – 1
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.
5. Reports
a) Chairman’s report
b) Report from Borough Councillor
c) Report from County Councillor
d) Report from Clerk 
6. Finance
a) To receive financial report from Clerk.
b) Consider expenditure items (listed in document pack)
7. Planning
a) Consider any late arriving planning applications.

1. 25/00141/F 24 January 2025 Brancaster 28th January 2025 Details: HOUSEHOLDER: Proposed Garage/Store and office in roof space. at Skylark Cross Lane Brancaster KINGS LYNN Norfolk PE31 8AE

http://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SQM597IVJ3800 

(Link to copy and paste)

2.   25/00050/F 13 January 2025 Brancaster 14th January 2025
Householder: Rear extension & alterations to dwelling, proposed solar panels to rear. at Barmstone House Main Road Brancaster King's Lynn Norfolk PE31 8AZ  

Application Details in Public Access http://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SQ1RYGIVK8M00
8. Delegated decisions etc.
a) To note delegated decisions made.

9. To consider and resolve any outstanding issues relating to the Flood Warning signs and their installation.

10. [bookmark: _Hlk189044409]School Grant request for Equipment repair and trip funding
a) To consider and resolve whether to grant funding for school trip cost £280
b) To consider and resolve whether to grant funding for school play equipment repair £700.

11. Other matters
a) Receive reports from Council groups and representatives.
b) Update from National Trust meeting 30.01.25.
c) Update Village Hall car park.

12. Correspondence and requests
a) To note any correspondence reported by the Clerk
School grant request for outing and play equipment repair funding.

13. AOB and agenda requests
a) To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only
b) To receive future agenda requests from Councillors

14. Public Questions - 2
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.
15. Next meeting
a) To confirm place, date and time of March meeting.
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Chair: Cllr Tom de Winton
Clerk: Philip Stone
clerk@brancaster-pc.gov.uk

AGENDA ITEM 3

Minutes of a meeting of Brancaster Parish Council held at Brancaster staithe Village Hall on Tuesday, 7th January 2025 at 6.30pm

Present: Cllrs, De Winton (Chair), Dovey (Vice Chair), Gardiner, Ullswater, Bocking.

In attendance: Philip Stone (Parish Clerk) 3 members of the public

Meeting commenced 6.30pm

The Chair confirmed the death of Parish Clerk Simon Bower on Friday the 3rd January, and praised him for the difference he made to the council and the parish and that the council had awarded Simon at the December meeting the highest honour it can bestow in the Freedom of Brancaster. A two-minute silence was held in which all, in attendance took time to reflect and remember Simon and the positive effect he had on the council and the parish.

The clerk confirmed Simon’s funeral would be at the crematorium in Kings Lynn on Tuesday the 28th January at 1pm.

2025.07.01  Declarations of Interest
a) Receive any declarations of interest of a pecuniary or other nature which may involve a conflict of interest.
None received.

2025.07.02  Apologies for absence
a) To receive apologies. Cllrs Bax, Carpenter, O’ Sullivan, Borthwick and Osborn.
Proposed to accept Cllr Ullswater, seconded Cllr Gardiner, unanimously resolved.

2025.07.03  Minutes
a) Consider approving minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2024
Proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

b) Matters arising from the above minutes – for information only and other items of interest:

1. The Clerk confirmed: Freedom of the Parish had been produced and presented to Simon Bower prior to his death and was very gratefully received.
2. Meeting due with Highways to discuss the installation of the Flood warning signs 10am on 10.01.25 teams link to be circulated to council for anyone wishing to attend, the Clerk will attend.

3. National Trust due to confirm meeting dates on Thursday 9th January at 4pm (National Trust meeting confirmed as Thursday 30th Jan 2pm Dial House. Commons meeting requested for 5th Feb confirmation awaited).

4. Revised bank mandate produced for signature by the chair to update mandate following clerks’ death. 

5. Christmas tree and lights went up and come down and were very successful. Cllr Bocking suggested that Deepdale should have a Christmas tree and consideration be given to planting a Christmas Tree rather than buying one each year Cllr Dovey requested an Agenda item for Julys meeting to plan for Christmas trees and decorations. Cllr Dovey gave special thanks to all the members of the public that assisted her with he Christmas tree and lights.

 2025.07.04 Public Comments – 1
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.

1. General comment in respect of the Bank Mandate and changing signatories and emphasised the time it takes.

2. Request for minutes to be loaded to website quicker. Copy of the minutes requested, clerk confirmed there was a copy on the chair next to the member of the public. The chair explained that because of illness that a formal hand over had not been possible and items were in the process of being caught up including the website. Request for a copy of reports referred to in the December minutes the clerk confirmed he would email them direct to the parishioner on the 18.01.25.

2025.07.05 Reports
a) Chairman’s report
Dealing with issues relating to previous clerk including supporting his widow.
b) Report from Borough Councillor Tom de Winton, who confirmed that the current government are looking to combine Norfolk and Suffolk into a Unitary Council meaning that the Borough and County Councils are to be dissolved and replaced by one unity authority with a Mayor and as a result of this the County Council elections for May 25  are likely to postponed, leaving the only local representation of area to parish councils.

Confirmed on the 30th December that there was a meeting of the local churches and benefice in Brancaster Village Hall were concerns were raised in respect of state of church buildings and the availability of clergy.

c) Report from County Councillor. None received.
d) Report from Clerk including update re School Grant Application, Bank signatories, parking area Brancaster Village Hall.
1. School: No further contact from school re details of grant request, information awaited.
2. New mandates completed and due to be returned to bank.
3. Car park Brancaster Village Hall, terms of engagement received from Architects and circulated.

2025.07.06 Finance
a) To receive financial report from Clerk.

As at: 02/01/2025
Balance Savings Account STATEMENT BALANCE	£152,591.39	
Balance Current Account STATEMENT BALANCE	£9,786.54

Noted.
	
b) Consider expenditure items:

JANUARY PAYMENTS MADE BRANCASTER PARISH COUNCIL

1. BARCLAYCARD 			£22.20     VARIOUS			DD
2. GOCARDLE				£38.40 				DD
3. HERONWOOD			£104 	      GRASSCUTTING		CHEQUE 
4. TT JONES 				£74,47     STREETLIGHTS	           CHEQUE
5. TT JONES				£662.56   STREETLIGHTS		CHEQUE
6. ECS					£38.40     COMPUTER		CHEQUE

CHEQUES YET TO BE CASHED TOTAL		£879.43

PAYMENTS TO BE MADE:
7. S BOWER				£1,325.24  SALARY			 CHEQUE
8. CLERK NPF PENSION 			£398.85     	PENSION	 CHEQUE
9. HERONWOOD				£158 	     	GRASS	 CHEQUE
10. PHILIP STONE LOCUM CLERK		£1,703	SALARY	 CHEQUE
11. PHILIP STONE LOCUM CLERK		£1,791.30  	SALARY	  CHEQUE
12. TOMATO ENERGY 				£120.19			      DD

TOTAL JAN PAYMENTS			£5,496.58

CURRENT ACCOUNT BALANCE £9786.54 				£9,786.54
LESS CHEQUES TO BE CASHED £879.43				£879.43
JAN PAYMENTS								£5,496.58
TOTAL PAYMENTS								£6,376.01
BALANCE									£3,410.53

d. Cllr Ullswater proposed to accept payments and financial statement, seconded Cllr Dovey, unanimously resolved.

e. Noted that reimbursement of Christmas lights to Cllr Dovey still outstanding, payments to be amended to deal with this. Clerk to make payment asap.

f. The Chair confirmed donation from the Beach carpark from the Golf Club due in January sum expected £48,570.21.

g. Precept: Cllr Gardner proposed to increase by 3% seconded, Cllr Ullswater, unanimously resolved. 3% on the existing precept of £23,320 giving a 25/26 precept of £24,020 an increase of £700. 

h. Band D tax base 24/25 was £30, 25/26 £22.54, so not withstanding increase the tax base has decreased because of the charge applied for second homes.

I. Bank Mandate: Proposed to add locum clerk to Bank Mandate, seconded, unanimously resolved. The Chair signed the bank mandate. 

J. Architects’ terms of engagement, Cllr Gardner proposed to accept estimated charges of £2,040, seconded Cllr Dovey (clerk to liaise with architects to ascertain ball park costs to enable a Cil application to be submitted.) terms of engagement signed by the chair.

2025.07.07  Planning
a) Consider planning applications:

1. Ref. No: 24/02180/F 
Details: HOUSEHOLDER- Alterations to garage at Redshanks Whiteway Road
Burnham Deepdale King's Lynn Norfolk PE31 8FG

[bookmark: _Hlk187385288]Proposed no comment, seconded, unanimously resolved.

2. Ref. 24/02186/FVARIATION OF CONDITION 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 22/01236/F- Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and alterations to dwelling at Auckland House Main Road Brancaster Staithe King's Lynn Norfolk PE31 8BJ

Proposed no comment, seconded, unanimously resolved.

b) Consider any late arriving planning applications
None received. 

c) Receive report on any other planning matters.
None.

2025.07.08  Delegated decisions etc.
a) To note delegated decisions made.
None.

2025.07.09  Other matters
a) Receive reports from Council groups and representatives. None received.
b) Update on School closure/merger None. Member of the public confirmed that it appears that if closed children will be referred to the school at Docking.

2025.07.010  Correspondence and requests
a) To note any correspondence reported by the Clerk
b) Cil Funding open for applications from 1st Jan to 1st Feb, suggested could be used towards costs for car parking project at Village Hall. Application to be submitted once cost information to hand. Cllr Gardner raised the question of whether or not solar panels should be considered for Sam 2 machines.
c) Sea Defence minutes 28th November 2024
Noted.
d) Agenda for Saxon Shore meeting 22nd January, 7pm Thornham Village Hall
Noted.
e) Temporary Closure of Main Road in the Parish of Titchwell due to drainage works (my ref WTRO5299) 13th to 31st January 2025, but may continue until 14th March
Noted.

2025.07.011  AOB and agenda requests
a) To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only

Chair suggested possible update of Neighbourhood plan required. Suggested that Cllrs need to review existing plan and come back with suggested amendments. Clerk to circulate existing plan.
b) To receive future agenda requests from Councillors
1.Cllr Bocking, Village Green, the chair confirmed council looking to meet National trust to discuss on the 7th Feb.
2.Cllr Bocking streetlight out, opposite Old Chapel Brancaster Staithe (Clerk to notify contractor TT Jones).
3.Cllr Dovey request Christmas lights planning July Agenda.
4.Underground works Beach Road National Trust.
5.Emptying and disposal of container Brancaster Village Hall. Cllrs Ullswater, de Winton and Borthwick to meet to inspect contents of container and and disposal of contents and container if appropriate.
6. Notice board locks replacement (clerk to contact suppliers as all under guarantee).
7. Hedge Village Hall.

2025.07.012  Public Questions - 2
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.
Bus shelter requires tidying and repair, and seats, benches require maintenance, clerk to look into using Restorative Justice re repair and maintenance.

2025.07.013  Next meeting
a) To confirm place, date and time of Februarys meeting.
Confirmed as Brancaster Village Hall 6.30 pm Tuesday 4th February.

Public session closed 8.36pm

2025.07.014  Private session
Members of the public are requested to leave the meeting as promptly as possible.

a) Consider closing the meeting to the public under relevant legislation and standing orders.
Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

b) Consider staffing and insurance.
Clerk confirmed key worker insurance claim submitted giving insurance cover for interim staffing costs until such time as a new clerk is appointed.

Clerk confirmed that the Norfolk Pension Fund have been notified of Simons death and death in service grant (details given) should be payable.

Clerk suggested the key work insurance claim should cover his locum expenses, whilst council considers its position in respect of obtaining a new clerk, seconded, unanimously resolved.


AGENDA ITEM 5 d CLERK REPORT

1. Dignified and appropriate funeral of clerk of Simon Bower was held at the crematorium in Kings Lynn on Tuesday the 28th January at 1pm. With considerable attendance including Cllrs and parishioners.

2. Bank mandate issues continue, all payments being made by cheque, one check last month being refused as bank claim did not match mandate.

3. Cllr Christmas light reimbursement is now done.

4. The donation from Golf Club towards car park now received £48,570.21, £30,000 transferred to savings account.

5. The flood warning meeting took place on Thursday 30th January at 10am checking the location of the proposed signs.

6. Steve Sharp, proposed car park extension chased twice await estimated figures for project.

7. Street light out TT Jones notified opposite Old Chapel Brancaster Staithe

8. Emptying and disposal of container Brancaster Village Hall. Cllrs Ullswater, de Winton and Borthwick to meet to inspect contents of container and and disposal of contents and container if appropriate. Container and contents disposed of and payment received of £150 for contents.

9. Grant Funding Baby & Toddler Group expenditure £236.18, £68,34 and £236.10 details of items now to hand items to be ordered by clerk.

10. Notice board locks in process of chasing for replacements.

11. Tomato contractor for supply of electricity for street lighting several reminders that it is a metered account called 27.01.25 hour long wait to get through they confirmed they have been billing incorrectly and will immediately revise the billing and issue new bill with credit to the account.

 Neighbourhood Plan update progress, correct plan identified and link forward to Cllr’s for comment and suggested amendments 
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20127/neighbourhood_plans/117/completed_plans


AGENDA ITEM 6: FINANCE & EXPENDITURE REPORT

Current Account: £9,847.14 as at 9th December 2024
Savings Account : £152,591.39

UNCLEARED CHEQUES
HERONWOOD			£262.00 GRASSCUTTING		CHEQUE 
CREDIT TO CURRENT ACCOUNT
Royal West Norfolk Car park contribution £48,570.21
Savings Account £30,000
Current Account £18,570.21

PAYMENTS MADE JANUARY
10.01.25 GOCARDLESS						£38.40	 20.01.25 TOMATO ENERGY						£32.00
20.01.25 TOMATO ENERGY						£29.99
20.01.25 TOMATO ENERGY						£30.85
20.01.25 TOMATO ENERGY						£2,789.44
 	      20.01.25 BCARD COMMERCIAL					£19.20

Current Balances: 	27.01.2025
Current Account:	£24,186.39
Savings Account:	£182,591.39


	PAYMENTS TO BE MADE 
31.01.25 PHILIP STONE LOCUM DEC				£1,703	 
31.01.25 PHILIP STONE LOCUM JAN					£1,791.30
31.01.25 TT JONES	(DEC)						£737.03
31.01.25	ZOOM ANNUAL FEE						£155.88
31.01.25 GRANT TODDLERS GROUP					£236.18
										£68.34
										£236.18
28.02.25 PHILIP STONE LOCUM FEB					£1,743.80
TT JONES (JAN)								£402.00
RE IMBURSEMENT CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
A DOVEY		£569.25 INTERST £16				£585.25

TOTAL PAYMENTS TO BE MADE					£7,658.96	


9. To consider and resolve any outstanding issues relating to the Flood Warning signs and their installation.


Copy report already provided under cover of previous email.


10. School Grant request for Equipment repair and trip funding
b) To consider and resolve whether to grant funding for school trip.
c) To consider and resolve whether to grant funding for school play equipment repair.

The KS2 teacher would like to take Year 5 and 6 on a trip in March, which would be a joint one with Docking.Christina writes " If the Parish Council would grant money for this, that would be amazing as otherwise it becomes very difficult not only due to cost but also due to staffing.  If we combine, we would be fine. 
This is from the marketing email - flyer attached below if anyone wants more details.

We are pleased to announce that the National Justice Museum Learning team will be heading to Norwich to deliver our popular Courtroom Workshops at Norwich Whitefriars Court, for one week from Monday 10th March to Friday 14th March 2025.
This is an ideal opportunity for your pupils to gain access to a real working courtroom and take part in a mock trial, where they get the opportunity to be the Judge, Barristers, Witnesses, Clerk, Usher and Jury Members. Pupils will be able to dress up in wigs and gowns to enact a trial based on a real case. Wherever possible, there will be different legal professionals attending to take part in a Q&A session with the students. 
This will help broaden the children's horizons and will also address the "British Values" part of our curriculum.
You will see that the session is £7.50 per child and, with 30 children, that would be £225. The coach will cost £335.
We would be very grateful if you would be able to help fund this, either in full, or partially, as otherwise it works out as almost £19 per child, which is obviously too much for us to ask parents to pay, especially those with more than one child!
We realise that you may well only be able to consider one project, but we would also like to raise a second one, just in case...
Our play equipment on the field needs a great deal of work in order to make it safe for the children. They love to use it all the time and obviously being active is something we are keen to promote, especially in this day and age of TV and computers! I attach the report from the equipment inspectors. The PFA are prepared to provide money towards this, especially having raised funds at the Christmas Fair, but they are unable to pay for the whole amount. 
Our school budget from DNEAT is now at levels which mean we are unable to buy any resources at all so if we cannot raise this money through external sources, then the equipment cannot be repaired. 
Should you feel able to consider this, then we would be very grateful for any amount, however small, but £700 would enable us to complete the repairs.

