Minutes of a meeting of Brancaster Parish Council
held at Brancaster Staithe Village Hall 
on Tuesday, 4th March 2024 at 6.30 pm.

Present: Cllrs de Winton (Chair,) Dovey (Vice Chair), Gardiner, Ullswater,
Borthwick, Bocking, O’ Sullivan

      In attendance: Philip Stone (Parish Clerk) 11 members of the public.
      Minutes taken by the Parish Clerk.

AGENDA

1.	Declarations of Interest
•	Receive any declarations of interest of a pecuniary or other nature which may involve a conflict of interest.

	Cllr de Winton, Planning item 7 c.) Applicant and owner of the land.

2.	Apologies for absence
•	To receive apologies Cllrs Bax, Carpenter and Osborn. Proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

3.	Minutes
•	Consider approving the minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2025
	Addition of Cllr Borthwick in attendance and removal of point of fire behind the fish shed.
	Proposed to approve as amended, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Matters arising from the above minutes – for information only.

•	Parish Clerk: Re issue of cheques required to comply with Bank mandate.

•	Parish Clerk: Application to Unity Bank prepared, alternative to Barclays.

•	Questions raised in respect of fires now dealt with and formal reply given.

•	To note receipt of draft minutes from Brancaster Commons Committee of 6th February 2025. Noted.

4.	Public Comments – 1

	Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.

•	Have the shelves arrived for the bookcases for the telephone box? The clerk confirmed to hand and currently at Brancaster Village Hall. Member of the public confirmed they had someone who would erect and install. They will contact the clerk direct to arrange.

•	Has council decided to review or not review the Parish Plan. Cllr de Winton confirmed Cllrs still to review the plan and make recommendations.

5.	Reports

•	Chairman’s report

•	Introduced the council’s Housing Champion Cllr Carpenter to all appropriate parties at the Borough Council and Freebridge Housing. Cllr Carpenter happy to assist any applicants for the houses with application and is contactable on email: cllr.valcarpenter@brancaster-pc.gov.uk

•	Application for beach carparking now available online

•	Report from Borough Councillor

•	The local borough wide plan has been completed and sent for ratification.

•	Local Government reorganisation is proceeding. It may be an idea to consider combining Parishes with our neighbouring villages to enhance our political strength.

•	Public consultation is in process in respect of devolution.

•	Report from County Councillor

	None received.

•	Report from Clerk 

•	Continuing issues with Barclays Bank mandate and cheques not clearing.

•	Meeting with Restorative Justice who have confirmed they are happy to assist the parish with maintenance works such as path clearance, bench restoration and painting.

•	Assets list in the process of being reviewed as to declared value, insured value and those to be removed from list


6.	Finance: To receive financial report from Clerk.

•	Current Account Balance: £22,326.96
•	Savings Account:	      £182,591.04

•	Consider monthly expenditure items, including cheque re issues:

Payments to Make March:
1.	TT Jones 			Sept	24 £576
2.	TT Jones				Jan	25 £402
3.	TT Jones				Feb	25 £74.47			£1,052.47
4.	A Dovey Christmas lights reimbursement				£585.25
5.	Philip Stone Locum Clerk	Salary	Dec 24 £1,703
6.	Philip Stone Locum Clerk 	Salary Jan 25	 £1,791.30
7.	Philip Stone Locum Clerk 	Salary Feb 25 £1,743.800
8.	Philip Stone Locum Clerk	Salary Mar 25 £1,763.64	          £7,001.74
9.	ECS Computers			DD					£38.40
10.	Tomato Energy	Feb   		DD					£366.60
11.	Tomato Energy	Feb		DD					£33.72
12.	Tomato Energy	Feb		DD					£57.00
13.	Tomato Energy      Feb		DD					£30.27
14.	Notice Board Company							£29.98
15.	DNEAT Grant School play equip and travel				£980.00
16.	TT. Jones								£500.00
17.	Brancaster PCC Grant							£1,500
18.	Burnham Deepdale PCC	Grant					£2,600

    		TOTAL:								£14,775.43 

		Proposed Cllr O’Sullivan, seconded Cllr Gardiner, unanimously resolved.

7.	Planning

Consider planning applications.

•	RECEIPT 21.02.25: Validated: Date: 25/00272/F 18 February 2025 Brancaster 21st February 2025 Details: HOUSEHOLDER: The addition of a new balcony to the northern elevation of the annexe. at Dormy Cottage London Street Brancaster.Comments no later than 14th March.
	https://online.westnorfolk.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SRU40IIV0JA00

	Proposed, no objection, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	RECEIPT 20.02.25 Extensions, alterations & remodelling of dwelling and proposed outbuilding at 3 Sawmill Road Brancaster King's Lynn Norfolk  PE31 8AJ comments no later than 13 March 2025.
	http://online.westnorfolk.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SFNMF4IVLIK00

	Member of the public made representation recommending objection based on number of bedrooms, over development, design not in keeping, width, land gradient.

	Cllr proposal to object based on disproportionate height 7,5 meters without taking into account steep land gradient, number of bedrooms contrary to local plan, width reduction recommended by planning officer. Adversely effects the current street scene. Request to borough Cllr to  call into planning committee  Seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	RECEIPT 21.02.25 25/00118/F Change of Use from agricultural land to commercial with installation of 5no. Holiday Lodges and 3no. Camping pods. at Land East of 1 Saxon Field Main Road Brancaster Norfolk comments no later than 13 http://online.westnorfolk.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SQKAJLIVL7Z00

Introduced by Cllr de Winton who gave an outline of the application. (Cllr de Winton left the meeting to enable the item to be discussed freely.)

	Considerable discussion of the positives and negatives, agreement the previous application for industrial units was more appropriate. 

	The Clerk clarified the position, because of the granting of ancient monument consent, the nature of the proposed non-permanent units, the planting scheme and the number of car parking spaces proposed that there was little to object to. 

	
	Cllr proposed to approve and recommend improved and enhanced screen planting and a request for more parking, seconded, unanimously resolved.

8.	To note and confirm delegated decisions made:

•	Car Park Pass Application process: Adoption of online Beach Car Park, application via council website in electronic and downloadable format.
	Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

9.	To note Parish Share & to consider and resolve grant requests:

	The Parish Share Burnham Deepdale £16,592 (2024 £16,081) Noted.
	Brancaster £6,266 (2024 £6,730) Noted.
•	Request from Burnham Deepdale church for funding of grass cutting 2025/2026 £2,600. (Grant 2024/2025 £2,200).

	Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Request from Brancaster Church for funding of grass cutting £4,620.
	Anthony Law (Fabric Officer Brancaster Church) confirmed increase of £1,120. (2024 £3,500) caused by contractor price increases and one contractor becoming vat registered.

	Proposed to grant £2,820 grant to the church and the council to contract directly with the VAT registered contractor to enable the vat to be reclaimable. Seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Request from Village Hall Burnham Deepdale for contribution towards heating replacement total cost £4,789.85. 

	Discussed at length, proposed more details in particular the type and specification of the heating required before a decision can be made. Seconded, unanimously resolved. 

10.	To consider and resolve:

•	Changing Banks, opening a current and savings accounts with Unity Bank.

	Proposed to change to Unity bank and to open a current and investment account subject to their monthly charge (currently in the region of £7). seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	To confirm parties for bank mandate, online access, to view, load payments authorise payments and cheque signing.

	Proposed, Cllrs de Winton and Bax full online access, authorisation and cheque signing. All online payments to have dual authorisation and cheques two signatories. 
	Parish Clerk authority to view the accounts and to load payments for authorisation. Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	To appoint Cllr Carpenter as Village Champion for the new Freebridge development. Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	To authorise a budget up to a maximum of £400 for welcome hampers for the Freebridge development.

	Proposed to increase budget to £500 giving a spend of £42 per property, one against, one abstention motion carried.

•	Brancaster Staithe Village Green: Appointment of Stephen Sharpe to project design proposed restoration works to Green.

	Proposed to appoint Stephen Sharpe seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Formation of working party for restoration of Brancaster Staithe Village Green.

	Proposed, Cllrs Dovey, Bocking and Borthwick, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	To approve budget of £1,000 for VE & VJ day celebrations.

	Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Purchase of single lock notice board locks £29.98.

	Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Formal appointment of Clerk/RFO commencing 1st May 2025.

	Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Formal appointment of Clerk/RFO from 1st May 2025. As per I).

•	Confirm appointment of Restorative Justice for village works.
 	The clerk confirmed council would be liable for the cost of any materials used, enabling access to a toilet and providing public liability cover.

	Proposed to appoint, seconded, unanimously resolved.

•	Appointment of Sage Creates for vinyl mural at bus stop. 

	Proposed to appoint subject to clarification of cost, estimated at £1,000, seconded, unanimously resolved.


11.	Other matters:

•	Receive reports from Council groups and representatives.

•	Cllr Dovey confirmed attendance at BCC meeting.

•	Cllr Borthwick attendance as Council rep at Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall meeting, noting newly refurbished hall and application for grant to PC for funding towards a new heating system.

•	Update Village Hall car park.
	Parish Clerk: Plan and initial option prepared, circulated to council 4th March.

•	Update Flood Warning Signs.
	Parish Clerk: Await revised details and quote expected Friday 7th March.

•	Yellow lines.
	Parish Clerk: Confirmed as part of the planning application for the Freebridge housing development and to be located to the south of the development.

•	Council Assets.
	Parish Clerk: All assets in the process of being assessed for risk and insurance by the clerk with Cllrs Gardiner and Borthwick 04.03.2025.

12.	Correspondence and requests
	To note any correspondence reported by the Clerk:

•	Dog walker coastal path and dog’s mess.
	Received and referred to the National Trust. Noted

•	Press National Trust.
	Referred to February’s minutes item 11 a. Noted.

•	Hunstanton Tennis week.
	Invitation from the Police Beat officer to attend a meeting on 2nd April 12 noon. Cllr de Winton to attend. Noted.

13.	AOB and agenda requests

•	To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only

•	Cllr Dovey, Cllrs have been invited to a training meeting via zoom on 17th March in respect of the devolution process.

•	To receive future agenda requests from Councillors
A)	Cllr Ullswater: Hedge side of Brancaster Village Hall clearance and height reduction.
B)	Brancaster Village Hall car park extension.
C)	Flood warning signs.
D)	Neighbourhood plan.

14.	Public Questions - 2
•	Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.
•	Thank you from a member of the public for the councils support for Burnham Deepdale Church via the grass cutting grant.

15.	Next meeting

•	To confirm place, date and time of April meeting.
	Brancaster Village Hall Tuesday 8th April 2025 at 6.15 pm.

Meeting closed 8.26 pm.


