

MINUTES of a meeting of Brancaster Parish Council held at Brancaster Village Hall on Tuesday, 8th April 2025 at 6.30pm

Present: Cllrs de Winton (Chair) Dovey (Vice Chair) Bocking, Osborn, Gardiner, Ullswater, Borthwick. (Cllr Gardiner left the meeting at 7.30pm)

In attendance: Philip Stone (Parish Clerk) 9 members of the public. 
Minutes taken by the Parish Clerk.

Cllr de Winton informed the meeting that ex district councillor Bob Lawton had died at home in his sleep. Cllr de Winton led a minute’s silence.

1. Declarations of Interest
a) Receive any declarations of interest of a pecuniary or other nature which may involve a conflict of interest.

Cllr Dovey financial cheque on payment list reimbursement reissue payment for Christmas lights.
2. Apologies for absence
a) To receive apologies, Cllrs Bax and Carpenter, proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

3. Minutes
a) Consider approving the minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2025
· Cllr Borthwick amendment item 11.3 Brancaster Staithe Village Hall not Burnham Deepdale.
· Cllr Borthwick requested clarity in respect of the travel grant funding to DENEAT, the clerk confirmed it had been retained following the cancellation of the planned trip, to be used for the next available trip. De Neat will inform council as soon as arranged.

· Proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

b) Matters arising from the above minutes – for information only.
· Ongoing issues with Barclays and payment cheques clearing.
· New accounts opened with Unity Bank current and savings.
· Need for Cllr Bocking to be on new bank mandate to enable smooth transition from Barclays to Unity of standing orders.

4. Public Comments – 1
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.
· None received.
5. Reports
a) Chairman’s report.
· Approached Robson Builders to reinstate the beacon at Barrow common.
· Speaking to Titchwell and Choseley re potential parish amalgamation with Brancaster.
· Meeting with Steve Sharpe from Atelier Associates re carparking provision at Brancaster Village Hall and Brancaster Staithe.

b) Report from Borough Councillor. 

· Planning Sawmill Road called in and representation made on behalf of the Parish against the application. Permission granted as within policy.
· As a member of the planning committee considered the Cranswick mega farm application over a period of two days. Only to be told not possible to make a decision as Cranswick’s papers not fully in order meaning any decision could be open to judicial review.
· Hunstanton tennis week meeting not attended because planning committee obligations.

c) Report from County Councillor. None received.

d) Report from Clerk
 
· Ongoing issues with Barclays and payment cheques clearing.
· New accounts opened with Unity Bank current and savings.
· Need for Cllr Bocking to be on new bank mandate to enable smooth transition from Barclays to Unity of standing orders.
· Asset register stated values and insured sums revised.

e) To note Community Housing Champion, Cllr Carpenters report. The report was read to the meeting by the chair and council noted its contents.

· Twenty-six households have contact me hoping to be able to secure accommodation at Brancaster Staithe Freebridge Housing development.  I have worked with people to help them produce the best possible supporting statement to put with their Applicant Account.

· The developing relationship with Home Choice and Freebridge is developing and communication with them is good.

· That there is almost universal despair coming from applicants about being able to secure suitable housing is no doubt a reflection of the scarcity of national socially rented accommodation, alongside the huge level of privately rented homes in our particular part of the country.  Most people have needed a lot of encouragement to put in an application.

· My concern at the moment is that the very single people we would have wanted to be eligible, who have left the parish because they were priced out, are likely to be low priority for the Borough Council applicants, particularly as many of them are single person households.  Also being local doesn’t seem to be as much a priority as we - BPC Councillors and Parishioners - think.  

· We need to challenge this now, and in the future for any building developments within the Parish.

			All the best
	Val

f) To note arrangements in respect of VE & VJ day events Thursday 8th May. As per information previously circulated to council. (All activity information has been submitted for inclusion in the Parish News.)
Noted.
6. Finance
a) To receive financial report from Clerk.

· Current account £83,171.38
· Savings account statement awaited.
· Amendment to payment list noted addition of Whitley Press £130.50, Aubergine website hosting £238.80, Tom Inglis, phone box bookcases (verbal gratitude expressed for this work) and cheque of £75,000 to Brancaster PC to enable Unity account to become active.

b) To approve monthly items of expenditure.
Proposed to approve as amended Cllr Borthwick seconded, Cllr Osborn, unanimously resolved.
7. Planning
Consider any late planning applications. None received.

· Following comment made by Cllr Borthwick, clerk requested to make enquiry from Steve Sharpe in respect of providing some planning training.
· Following comment from Cllr Gardiner and de Winton, clerk requested to obtain a survey report of trees within the parish that can be considered when making decisions on planning, proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.
8. To note and confirm delegated decisions made: None made.

9. To consider and resolve:

a) Beach car park late applications.

· Proposed to open passes for late applications to 21st May seconded unanimously resolved. 
· Midyear applications 21st June to12th July 2025
· Next year applications open now close 21st March 2026.
· Phone applications only available in Feb and March 2026
· Proposed car park passes in future years should be the same as this year open Feb to 21st March, seconded, unanimously resolved. 
· Proposed an admin person is employed next year to administer the car parking process, seconded, unanimously resolved.
· Thanks, given to Hannah Fox (resident for her help and assistance in assisting residents in the car park application process.)

b) Parish amalgamation.

· Cllr de Winton, confirmed Titchwell and Choseley need assistance to deal with planning and day to day running of the villages. Cllr de Winton. Proposed the preparation of a paper for council so the pros and cons of inclusion of the two villages can be fully considered, seconded, unanimously resolved.

c) Addition of Cllr Bocking to new bank mandate to enable full switch to take place from Barclays to Unity, allowing for full transfer of all standing orders and direct debits.

· Proposed, Cllr de Winton, seconded, Cllr Borthwick, unanimously resolved.

d) Nominations for NALC board members.

· Cllr Bocking proposed to appoint Cllr Dovey, seconded Cllr Ullswater, unanimously resolved.

e) Appointment of internal auditor Brenda Hoskins.

· Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

f) Action relating to review of neighbourhood plan.

· In light of Agenda item 9 b proposed, to take no further action at the current time until such time as the issue of amalgamation has been fully resolved, seconded, unanimously resolved.


g) Approval of estimated costs and terms of engagement for Atelier Associates for work relating to proposed works at Brancaster Staithe village Green.

· Proposed not to appoint architects at this time, seconded, unanimously resolved.
· Proposed removal of vegetation and installation of a mowed path, seconded, unanimously resolved.
· Proposed Cllr Dovey produces a plan for approval by National Trust and the sailing club, seconded, unanimously resolved.

h) Section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Modification application for the addition of a Byway Open to all Traffic to the Definitive Map and Statement in the Parish of Brancaster.
· Cllr Borthwick proposed to support the application, seconded, Cllr Bocking, unanimously resolved.

i) Council assets approval of revised list.
· The clerk explained the difference between stated value and sum to insure. Stated being the price paid and insured the sum to replace. Proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

10. Other matters:

a) Receive reports from Council groups and representatives.
· Report from a member of the public on behalf of Brancaster Community Sport Hub attendance meeting with the local constabulary re Tennis week 17th August to 21st August confirmed 4 officers to be allocated each day. The police are now proactive rather than reactive during the week and show a positive anti-social presence.
b) Update Village Hall car park.
· Proposed scheme honeycomb plastic grid grass or gravel to go to tender, seconded, unanimously resolved.
c) Update Flood Warning Signs.
· Await confirmation from Westcotec that the design element has been completed.
d) Update Brancaster Staithe village green works.
· As per item 9 g).
e) Cllr Allowances.
· The clerk confirmed all Cllrs will be receiving allowances for the 25/26 year in late May.

11. Correspondence and requests
	To note any correspondence of note.
· None other than as already reported.

12. AOB and agenda requests
a) To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only
· Repair to light Brancaster Staithe in front of the old chapel remains outstanding.
· Footpath Brancaster to Brancaster Staithe is breaking up.
· Cleaning of bus shelter and fitting of new locks to notice boards, Celia will liaise with the handyman to complete.

b) To receive future agenda requests from Councillors. None received.

13. Public Questions - 2
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.

· Concern raised in respect of the hard kerbs installed Brancaster Staithe in front of the social house next to the village hall and narrowing of the road. Member of the public will liaise with Cllr Borthwick in making an appropriate online report. Cllr de Winton will email planning enforcement in respect of the issue.

· Ongoing issues in respect of inappropriate parking and the need for yellow lines. Cllr de Winton confirmed the TRO is due to be completed in September/October.

· Ongoing concern in respect of potential for fires in the Parish. Cllr de Winton has been appointed as fire liaison champion and will be meeting with the fire brigade to discuss on going preventative measures for the Parish in May/June.

· Village sign at Brancaster Staithe requires inspection for water egress and possible remedial works.
14. Next meeting
a) To confirm place Brancaster Staithe, 6th May meeting at 630 pm

Meeting finished 835pm
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