
Minutes of a meeting of Brancaster Parish Council held at Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall on Tuesday, 6th May 2025 at 6.30pm

Present: Cllrs de Winton, Bocking, Osborn, Ullswater, Borthwick, Bax, Carpenter
In attendance: Parish Clerk Philip Stone and 5 members of the public.
Minutes taken by Parish lerk 

1. Election of the Chair of Council.
Cllr de Winton proposed by Cllr Bax, seconded, Cllr Ullswater, unanimously resolved.

2. Election of Vice-Chair.
Cllr Dovey proposed by Cllr Bothwick seconded Cllr Bax unanimously resolved.

3. Acceptance of office for Chair and Vice Chair.
Cllr de Winton confirmed acceptance of office and the clerk confirmed that Cllr Dovey had confirmed she would accept the position of Vice Chair.

4. Declarations of Interest.
Cllr Borthwick variation of planning Agenda item 21 Application 25/00404/F neighbour (non pecuniary). Cllr Borthwick granted dispensation from the clerk to remain for the discussion on the item and to speak but not to vote.

5. Apologies for absence.
Cllrs Dovey, Gardiner, O’ Sullivan, proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.
6. Minutes Consider approving the minutes of the meeting held on April 2025. Proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

7. Public Comments – 1 Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person. None.

8. Appointment of members to internal groups.
1. Assets,
2. Event Planning,
3. Emergency,
4. Finance/Staffing,
5. Governance,
6. Communications,
7. Car Park Passes,
8. BVH car park.

Council internal group membership proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved. 


Assets/Strategic Planning	CB, WG, TOS
Event Planning			BB, VC
Emergency			VC, WG (bring up next meeting)
Finance				BB, TdW, SO	
Governance etc			ToS, TdW
Communications		BB, VC, AD
Car Park Passes		VC, TdW, SU
BVH possible car park		VC, AD, WG, SO, SU plus BVH and BCSC reps


9. Review and adoption of Standing Orders.
Proposed to adopt revised 2025 Standing Orders, seconded, unanimously resolved.

10. Review and adoption of Financial Regulations.
Proposed to move to next months agenda to allow more time for consideration, seconded, unanimously resolved.
11. Review and appointment of Councillor representation with external bodies and arrangements for reporting back.
1. Brancaster Beach Car Park,
2. Brancaster Village Hall & Bar,
3. Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall,
4. Brancaster Commons committee,
5. Bells Charity,
6. Sea Defence Committee,
7. Barrow Common Management Committee,
8. Brancaster Community sports Club,
9. Brancaster Allotment Society,
10. Saxon Shore Parish Forum,
11. Utility undergrounding at Beach

Proposed Council representatives on external groups 2024-2025, seconded, unanimously resolved.

Brancaster Beach Car Park: C Borthwick, V Carpenter Clerk to email golf club please confirm arrangements including agendas by to cllrs Carpenter and Borthwick.
Brancaster Village Hall & Bar 71: S Ullswater (dep: T O’Sullivan)
Brancaster Staithe & Deepdale Village Hall: C Borthwick (dep: B Bax)
Brancaster Commons Committee (Salt Marsh): A Dovey (dep: S Ullswater)
Bell’s Charity: C Borthwick
Sea Defence Committee: A Dovey, S Osborn
Barrow Common Management Committee: S Bocking, W Gardiner
Brancaster Community Sports Club: S Ullswater
Brancaster Allotment Society: W Gardiner 
Saxon Shore Parish Forum: B Bax, V Carpenter, T de Winton (all invited as deps)
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School Liaison Officer: B Bax
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12. Review and adoption of inventory of land and other assets.
Reviewed, proposed to accept in current form seconded, unanimously resolved.

13. Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insurable risks.
Existing: Clear Insurance
Policy Number: 100723637BDN/LCO01218
Policy Type: Local Councils
Insurer: Aviva Insurance Ltd
Renewal Date: 29 June 2024
Premium: £1,529.57
TOTAL PREMIUM £1,574.57
Public Liability cover £10,000,000

Confirmed, clerk requested to clarify cover for cyber security and fraud.

14. Review of the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies. NALC, NPTS & SLCC. Reviewed, proposed to continue membership of all three organisations, seconded, unanimously resolved.
15. Review of the Council’s complaints procedure 24. Reviewed, proposed acceptable and requiring no amendment, seconded, unanimously resolved.

16. Review of the Council’s policies, procedures and practices in respect of its obligations including: Biodiversity 23, Car Park Passes 25, Co-option 23, Code of Conduct 23, Contract for Services 21, Councillor Allowances 24, Data Protection 24, Dignity at Work, Document Retention 24, Donations 24, member officer Protocol 23, Membership & Representation 23, Pension Policy 24, Planning 24, Planning Developer 23, Public Questions at Meetings 24, Risk Management 24, Safeguarding 24, Training 23, Website Accessibility 23 Publication Scheme 24

Reviewed, proposed no amendment, seconded, unanimously resolved.
17. Review of the Council’s policy for dealing with the press/media Communications 22. Reviewed, proposed, no amendment, seconded, unanimously resolved.
18. Time date and place of ordinary meetings of Council up to and including the next annual meeting. 2025 3rd June, 1st July, 5th August, 2nd September, 2nd October, 7th  November, 4th  December 2nd, 2026, 6th January, 3rd February, 3rd March, 7th April, 5th May.
19. Reports
a. Chairman, attendance at funeral of Bob Lawton on behalf of the Council and the Parish. Dealing with the National Trust and arranging for the erection and reinstatement of the beacon with the help of Robson Builders, ongoing communications with Titchwell and Choseley re potential parish amalgamation. with Brancaster.

b. Borough Councillor, dealing with ongoing planning issues on the planning committee.

c. County Councillor, No report received.

d & e Community Housing Champion, Cllr Carpenter
Written report to follow, 30 households have been assisted and applied for 12 houses. The Chair thanked Cllr Carpenter on behalf of council and parishioners for her valuable work.

f.  VE & VJ Day Cllr Bax, Confirmed all arrangements in place for the celebrations with the afternoon tea, presentation on the home guard and the beacon lighting. Thanks given to Tom Robson Builders for resighting the beacon.
	
g.  Car Park Passes Cllr Dovey (written update noted)
(Extract)
· A few people have claimed to have applied but not received their passes. 
· Replaced one pass that was chewed and one where I could validate the original application. 
· Where no application can be found, people are asked to complete the late application form again. 
· Two phone applications: one from someone without internet access, and one from someone who does but lacked confidence in using the online form.

20.Finance

i. To receive financial report from Clerk.
New account active as at afternoon of 6th May. Current account balance £202,266.80
j. To approve monthly items of expenditure.
Payment sheet to follow once new bank account is fully operational.
k. To note and accept the internal Auditors Report 24/25.
Proposed, to note and accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.
l. To receive and note accounts for 24/25. Received and noted as per cashbook 24-25 received and noted.
m. To note and accept the internal Auditors Report 24/25. Proposed to note and accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.
n.	AGAR (Audit) Form 24/25,
Consider approving/signing each declaration on the Governance Form. Consider approving/signing finance figures on the Accounting statement.
Proposed to approve and sign, seconded, unanimously resolved.
21. Planning	

1.APPLICATION: 25/00662/F 14 April 2025 PROPOSAL: Erection of hotel accommodation with associated hard and soft landscaping. LOCATION: The Ship Hotel Main Road Brancaster King's Lynn Norfolk PE31 8AP

https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online- applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SUQ7R9IVKJC00
Proposed to object as development creates a reduction in parking spaces increasing existing parking issues. Suggest 4 suites one story only request to be called into committee, seconded, unanimously resolved.
2.APPLICATION 25/00630/F Householder: New Boundary Wall and New Porch under 3m2 (would be Permitted development). Location: 4 The Close Brancaster Staithe King's Lynn Norfolk PE31 8BS
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online- applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SUD951IVK2C00 Proposed, no objection, seconded, unanimously resolved.
3. APPLICATION 25/00404/F Householder Alterations to garage, Location Redshanks Whitley Road Burnham Deepdale
The Planning Committee will be considering the above application at its meeting to be held on 6 May 2025.
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online- applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SSO80ZIVHG200 Confirmed turned down at planning meeting 6th May.

22. To confirm any delegated decisions made None.

23. 1.To consider and resolve Parish amalgamation. 

General discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of amalgamation and combining of the Parishes of Brancaster, Titchwell and Chosely.

Pros
1.	Control of greater and immediate area					
2.	Greater Voter Base					
3.	More Political Voice					
4.	Bigger Precept					
5.	Talent					
6.	More Planning Control					
7.	Better Representation as we will be bigger.
8.	Titchwell and Chosely will have more of a voice.			

Cons
1.	30 more Beach Passes							
2.	It will take time to integrate and tidy up administration			
[bookmark: _Hlk198031188]3.	Review of Neighbourhood Plan to include Titchwell and Chosely
Generally considered to be of benefit to all parishes concerned. Proposed Clerk to write to each parish asking their opinion and whether or not it is something they wish to pursue further, seconded, unanimously resolved.


2.Village Green. Receipt of written report from Cllr Dovey noted. Proposed plan and proposal to be shared with National Trust and Sailing Club and an informal site meeting arranged.
		

3. Green Day Initiative Receipt of verbal report from Cllr Carpenter suggesting following the success of the last Green Day another in September would be well received. Cllr carpenter making arrangements for a planning meeting for the event and inviting interested parties. Date to be confirmed.

24. 		 Other matters:
· Receive reports from Council groups and representatives. Update Village Hall car park works gone to tender.
· Cllr Bax attended the Saxon Shaw meeting.
· Update Flood Warning Signs. Awaited, clerk informed by Norfolk County Council Highways should be installed for summer holidays.
· Update Brancaster Staithe village green. N/A
· Allowances to be paid to all Cllrs.

25.  	Correspondence and requests
To note any correspondence of note.
1. Details of change of common rights holder noted.
2. Heating grant application from Brancaster Staithe and Burnham Deepdale towards a cost of installing new heating. Council felt they wanted to support the application but because of the wi fi element of the heating system that possibly it should also be upgraded to enable the radiators to work correctly. Clerk to liaise with applicant.

26. 	AOB and agenda requests
To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only 
Cllr Carpenter asked for it to be noted how well the library phone boxes have been received by parishioners and asked if they could be promoted via the Parish News. Clerk asked to see if library signs can be obtained for each box.

The Clerk confirmed following requests from Cllrs at a previous meeting that a tree survey can be obtained for between 300-500. Proposed that a tree survey is undertaken as soon as possible, seconded, unanimously resolved. 

Cllr Bax, badly leaning tree at Brancaster Staithe requiring clearance, and removal, clerk asked to arrange.

Current issues in respect of dog bin emptying. Clerk to liaise with Cllr Borthwick in order to resolve.

Verge cutting clerk asked to check with Kings Lynn & west Norfolk Council when cutting is due to take place as the parish is looking untidy.

27. 	Public Questions - 2
Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.

White gates beach road have been hit and require attention.
Thanks given to the council for the library phone boxes and request made for them to be publicised the Parish News.


28. 	Next meeting
To confirm place, date and time of May meeting.
3rd June, Brancaster Village Hall 6.30pm.



Meeting closed 9.10pm
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