Full Council Agenda

5th August 2025 at 6.30pm

Minutes of a meeting of Brancaster Parish Council held at Brancaster Village Hall  Main Road Brancaster, Norfolk PE31 8AA on Tuesday 5th August 2025 at 6.30pm.


Present: Cllrs de Winton, Bocking, Borthwick, Bax, Gardiner, Dovey, O’Sullivan, Osborn, Ullswater

In attendance: Parish Clerk Philip Stone and 6 members of the public.
Minutes taken by Parish Clerk 

1. Declarations of Interest.
a) Receive any declarations of interest of a pecuniary or other nature which may involve a conflict of interest. 7 (g) Cllr Borthwick (relation), 5 (d) Cllr Dovey, (Business based at Brancaster Staithe harbour).

2. Apologies for absence.
a) To receive apologies Cllr Carpenter, proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

3. Minutes Consider approving the minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2025.
Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

a) Matters arising from the above minutes for information only.
Sign completed with anti-graffiti layer, painting of bus stop being co-ordinated by Cllr Ullswater in conjunction with the clerk before erection.

4. Public Comments – 1 
a) Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, three minutes for each person.

The Chair welcomed and introduced Peter Nicholson the new manager from the National Trust for Brancaster who openly welcomed engagement with the public and stakeholders to build positive relationships and asked for anyone with concerns to email him on peter.nicholson@nationaltrust.org.uk

5. Reports
a) Chairman. 
· Attendance at the Saxon Shore meeting. It is considered unlikely that the proposed container port off Skegness of a jetty will proceed.
· Checked on the ongoing progress of works at Brancaster playing field and Brancaster Staithe.

b) Borough Councillor

· LGR Local Government Reorganisation continues slowly with no news to report.

· Reported in the press re the doubling of council tax effecting the local economy. Requested a review of the effect this has been instigated to assess the impact in the first year on the local economy and second home owners against the money raised in revenue.

c) County Councillor.
None received. 

d) Cllr Ullswater, Restorative Justice community works.

· Steady progress with footpath and hedge at Brancaster Village Hall.
· Signs erected and gates repaired.

e) Cllr Dovey Car park passes. Brancaster Staithe Village Green.

· Passes 309 applications, 5 ineligible, additional information requested from 80 applicants. 40 hand written applications, 12 phone Assisted applications and 15 compliments on the new system. The council gives thanks to resident Hannah Fox for her efforts in helping local residents to apply. Applications are open for next year’s passes.

· Restorative Justice work commenced to hedge on Brancaster Staithe village green.

· Council gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Dovey for her efforts concerning the introduction and success of the new system for car park passes.
 
f) Clerk, Flood signs, Brancaster Village Hall carpark, asset of community value

· Flood signs 
Installed, live from Friday 8th August.

· Carpark
Application for Parish Partnership funding supported by County Cllr Jameson and area engineer, application to be submitted by the clerk once council has agreed upon a contractor. Applications close December and decisions on funding confirmed in March, therefore any extension works could not take place until April at the earliest. The Clerk confirmed Cil funding is not currently available for the project as it has been closed for this year by the Borough Council.


· Brancaster School Asset of Community Value
Application has been submitted.

6. Finance
a) To receive financial report from the Clerk and approve monthly items of expenditure. Current Account balance £9,592.59 Instant Access £170,000 combined balance £179,592.59.

AUGUST PAYMENTS		
1.      SIGN FORCE BUS STOP SIGN	          						  £471.30
2.      THE PLAY EQUIPMENT COMPANY	ANNUAL ROSPRA INSPECTION			  £222.00
3.      BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KINGS LYNN AND WEST NORFOLK NEW DOG BIN 	  £300.00
4.      BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KINGS LYNN AND WEST NORFOLK DOG BIN INVOICE 1  £3,285.36
5.      BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KINGS LYNN AND WEST NORFOLK DOG BIN INVOICE 2  £1,300.58
6.      PARIS PRINT & DESIGN,	GATE SIGNS BRANCASTER			         	   £78.00
7.      WITLEY PRESS, CAR PARK LABELS						   £62.40
8.      MONTHLY PAYROLL, SALARY						          £1,812.54
9.      JLG CARPENTRY, BUS SHELTER DEPOSIT BUNRNHAM DEEPDALE		 	 £710.00
10.    TOMATO ENERGY STREET LIGHTING					  	  £356.01
11.    TOMATO ENERGY STREET LIGHTING					    	    £40.32
12.    TOMATO ENERGY STREET LIGHTING					             £492.55
13.    TOMATO ENERGY STREET LIGHTING					               £26.53
14.    MARCUS TOWNSEND, STRIM AND RAKE	STRIM AND RAKE			  £245.00
15.    ECS COMPUTERS	DD								    £30.60
16.    PHILIP STONE PHONE & WFH ALLOWANCE					    £38.00
		
	TOTAL PAYMENTS							           £9,471.19

	Cllr Ullswater proposed seconded Cllr Bax, resolved to pay monthly payments.
7.  To consider and resolve:

(a) Tenders 1-3 for carpark at Brancaster Village Hall.
A) £46,500 B) £47,276.03 C) £57,543.82
Proposed to accept tender A, seconded 4 in favour, 5 against motion failed. Proposed to accept tender B, seconded, 4 in favour,4 against, chair used casting vote, resolved to accept tender B as contractor for car park works and if tender B unable to fulfil requirements to revert to tender A.

(c)Bus shelter art work Brancaster. £387.25 plus vat cost noted to include anti 
vandal protection.

(d) Replacement of bus shelter Burnham Deepdale. Proposed to accept quote of 
£2,850 for wooden replacement with pitched tiled roof and built in seat. (Replacement funded by Norfolk County council 80% and County Cllr Jameson 20% no cost to parishioners.) seconded, resolved. 

(e) Hands on Learning Grant Award. The Clerk confirmed the grant had been given 
to a separate organisation and therefore that organisation will take full responsibility for its administration and not the Parish Council.

(f) Xmas lights. Working party formed consisting of Cllrs Ullswater, Borthwick and 
Dovey.

(g) Village website. Proposed not to give a grant for the development of a further 
parish website, it was felt that the existing available Parish News was appropriate for this purpose, seconded, resolved.

(h) Planning 3 Saw Mill Road 25/00865/F. Proposed to object based on design, 
seconded, unanimously resolved. Cllr de Winton confirmed he would ask for the application to be called in so it can be given more consideration.

(i) Planning Ship Public House 25/00662/F Representations received from the Ship  Public house in support of the amended design and number of car parking spaces. Objections received from neighbouring owners on the basis of insufficient screening and car parking spaces. 

Cllr Dovey also raised the issue of Anglia Water who are not a saltatory consultee considering any further development along the coast as being unsustainable by them with the current infrastructure.

The council considered all points of view, proposed to approve 3 in favour 4 against proposal failed.
 
Proposed not to comment, seconded, resolved.

The Chair as District Councillor will make representation to planning in respect of the concerns raised by council.


8. To confirm any delegated decisions made
		  None.

9.   Other matters:
            Receive reports from Council groups and representatives:

	Cllr Carpenter Housing Champion: New Freebridge development 
  
· I have now been inside a 2-bed and 3-bed house and am really impressed with   the standard of fittings, the amount of internal storage and how light and bright the whole house is.  Also, the houses come equipped with a garden garage.  The electric car charging point per home really is future proofing, along with air source heat pumps, underfloor heating on the ground floor and solar panels. 

· It is anticipated that bidding on the Staithe development will commence in September for an October occupation.

· Freebridge invited me to one of the quarterly Out and About days giving me a great opportunity to learn more about their work.  It was thoroughly enjoyable day as teams of 3 people knocked on pre-altered tenants to find out if they had any problems, things to report, feedback what the like about living there.  I was impressed with their thoughtfulness and support in their dealings with tenants.

· The school picnic celebrating the school was bittersweet occasion with a good turnout of current children and families and previous students.  People had worked really hard to make it a joyous and celebratory event.

            Cllr Bax
· Attended the Saxon Shore meeting.
· VJ day celebrations 16th August Brancaster Village Hall, tea and cake at 2.30pm, David Wakefield 3 O’clock talk on the war in the pacific.
· Green Day Saturday 27th September Brancaster Village Hall 10am-3pm.
             
            Cllr Borthwick
· [bookmark: _Hlk205892062]Gave thanks from Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall for the heating and audio grant.

	10. Correspondence and requests
            To note any correspondence of note.
	   None.

	11. AOB and agenda requests
            To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only
            To receive future agenda requests from Councillors

· Appointment of handyman.
· Bike rack at Harbour clerk to chase National Trust re installation.
· Branches overhanging village green Brancaster, Cllr Dovey in liaison with the clerk will instruct for work to be done.
· Boat on the hard requiring removal, Cllr Dovey suggested removal and planting on the village green Brancaster Staithe.

	12. Public Questions - 2
            Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, 
             three minutes per person.
· New bus shelter at Deepdale will be to the same window design? With open windows each side? Clerk confirmed it would be.
· Where are the council with the neighbourhood plan? Awaiting completion of LGR before proceeding further.
· Trees top of London street requiring attention.
       13. Next meeting
  To confirm place, date and time of September meeting as Brancaster Staithe & 
  Deepdale Village Hall September 2nd at 6.30 pm.
  Confirmed.

       14. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC To resolve, in accordance with
  Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public  
  be excluded from the meeting during the following item of business, as it is likely, 
  in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the  
  proceedings, that if members of the public were present during this item there 
  would be disclosure to them of exempt information within Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of 
  Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972, and further that in all the 
  circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption
  outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information, for the reasons set out 
  in the report.

  Staffing matter to consider the NALC annual pay award. Proposed to award the
  clerk the NALC recommended pay award of 3.2%, seconded, unanimously
  resolved.

  Annual appraisal to be conducted at a date to be agreed and attended by Cllrs de
  Winton, Bax and Gardinier


 Meeting closed 9.10pm
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