

Brancaster Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 4th November at 6.30 pm.

Venue: Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall Main Road Brancaster Staithe PE31 8BX.

Present
Dovey (Chair), Gardiner, Borthwick,  Ullswater, Osborn, Carpenter.

In Attendance: Philip Stone (Parish Clerk),  six members of the public.
Minutes taken by: The Parish Clerk


1. Declarations of Interest.
No declarations of pecuniary or other interests were received.

2. Apologies for absence.
Cllrs de Winton, Bocking, Bax,  O’Sullivan, proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

3. Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th October 2025 were reviewed.
Cllr Carpenter item 5 a) amendment requested to read met with the Borough Council not Freebridge and Home choice. Proposed to approve the draft minutes as amended; seconded; unanimously resolved.

4. Public Comments – 1 
a) Concern raised in respect of the non-ability to register the school as an asset of community value. The Chair confirmed not withstanding the councils application and the support of County Cllr Jamieson that the councils application had failed to meet the requirements required to allow for registration and this had been confirmed by Norfolk County Councils legal team.

5. Reports
a) Chairman. N/A as not in attendance.
b) Borough Councillor N/A as not in attendance.
c) County Councillor, none received.
d) Cllr Ullswater, 
· Restorative Justice. Works to footpath hedge Brancaster coming to conclusion, works to hedging village green Brancaster Staithe in process. 
· Telephone box signs for book exchange still to be completed.
· Limes Brancaster to side of bus stop have been pollarded.
e) Cllr Dovey, 
· Christmas lights. Lights being erected on the 30th November volunteers requested to help, meet  Brancaster Village Hall 9.30am.
· Brancaster Staithe proposed works, provisional quote received and noted for grading and flattening and the introduction of a pedestrian path. Proposed clerk to further quotes with the same specification, seconded, unanimously resolved: 

f) Cllr Gardiner. Car park extension report received and recommendations noted. Recommended original specification is withdrawn, new specification agreed and the job retendered.

g) Cllr Bax, welcome baskets.  Proposed in the absence of Cllr Bax to move to next agenda, seconded, unanimously resolved. 

h) Clerk, Barrow Common, Rangers, noted request made by clerk but no reply currently received.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk207175984]Finance
a) To receive financial report from the Clerk and approve monthly items of expenditure.

Balances as of meeting date:
- Current Account: £3,114.77
- Instant Access Account: £175,969.59
  Total : £179,084.33        


Payments

NOVEMBER 04.11.25  PAYMENTS BRANCASTER

1.	Unity Trust A/C service Charge - 				£6.00
2.	Heronwood grass cutting -					£150.00
3.	Philip Stone clerk salary -					£1,246.61
4.	HMRC Tax - 							£243.88
5.	Norfolk Pension Fund -                                            			£381.94
6.	Tomato Energy Lighting - 	DD				£40.71
7.	Tomato Energy Lighting- 	DD				£27.58
8.	Tomato Energy Lighting- 	DD				£242.24
10.	ECS Computers - 		DD				£30.60
11.	Philip Stone clerk WFH & internet allowance -           		£38.00
12. 	Heronwood grass cutting					£153.00
13. 	Kevin Compton						£100
14.	Heronwood grass cutting					£204
15. 	Play equipment deposit fig awaited.

TOTAL									£2,864.56
Request made by Cllr Carpenter for a formal review the cost of grass cutting going forward suggesting less cuts would be beneficial. Clerk to consider prior to the May meeting 2026.

Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

b) To receive the draft budget. Draft budget received, no questions raised. The chair remined all members to submit any questions or issues they have to the clerk by email prior to the next meeting at which the budget will formally be approved.



7. To consider and resolve:
a) Request for 50% funding of replacement play equipment from Brancaster Playing filed.
Quotes for replacement Multiplay and new swing considered: in the sums of £19,218, £27,444 and £27,442 each plus vat. Cllr Gardinier proposal to approve expenditure in the sum of £19,218  plus vat seconded, Cllr Carpenter, unanimously resolved. 				
b) Car park working groups recommendations as per report agenda item 5 f) :
1) To reverse existing decision for car park specification and retender a revised grass mesh specification.

Specification:
1. Dig out and remove old turf and level out existing top soil (please note if more topsoil is needed to further make good this will be charged at £25 +vat per ton) lay grass reinforcement mats to new parking area and seed continue new fence around perimeter with access gate to field at far end.
1.  Muck away 
1. Grass reinforcement mats  
1. Fixings 
1. Seed 
1. Gate 
1. Post mix 
1. Fence £2000 (allowed £50 pm for fencing)
Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.
2) Adopt ungated access (unless doing so alters planning permission requirements, insurance coverage, or liability — in which case, retain the gate and fence and install a second gate at the bottom.) Proposed, seconded, one abstention, two against, three in favour, resolved.
3) To agree to fund signage welcome and overflow carparking signs. Proposed budget of £100, seconded, one abstention, one against four in favour, resolved.
4) To note plans for future project for existing car park. Noted.
c) To receive proposed specification for works Brancaster Staithe. (Cllr Dovey).
· Level and re grade existing grass area to the east side of the harbour road up to the shingle driveway approx. 450m2 top up with top soil if needed (please note this will be charged at £25 +vat per ton) lay grass reinforcement mats to new area and seed
· Muck away (if required) 
· Grass reinforcement mats 
·  Fixings 
· Seed
Proposed to approve specification, seconded, unanimously resolved, clerk to obtain two more quotes for consideration.
d) To approve the use of the Brancaster playing field by Docking football club. Noted no longer required as Docking are contractually bound for the rest of the season.

8. To confirm any delegated decisions made None.

9.   Other matters:
            Receive reports from Council groups and representatives.
· Cllr Gardinier, planning 3 SAW Mill Road has been approved.
· Cllr Carpenter, six local households have been shortlisted for allocation at the new Brancaster Staithe housing development.
· Replacement tree Brancaster Village Green should be planted  by the end of the November.
          
	10. Correspondence and requests
            To note any correspondence of note.
1. Brancaster Staithe and Deepdale Village Hall request for assistance with water system and action taken by the clerk. Noted.
1. Letter from parishioner. Noted

	11. AOB and agenda requests
            To receive any further comments from Councillors – information only
            To receive future agenda requests from Councillors
· Cllr  Carpenter housing working party.
· Cllr Gardiner removal of flashing school signs, clerk to request removal by highways.
· Cllr Gardinier manual flooding flip signs installed.

	12. Public Questions - 2
            Comments and questions are welcome. Maximum time ten minutes, 
             three minutes per person.
       13. Next meeting
  To confirm place, date and time of meeting 2nd  December Village Hall Brancaster 6.30 pm.


Meeting closed 7.35 pm.
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