
Brancaster Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Time & Date: Tuesday 6th January at 6.30 pm.
Location: Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall Main Road Brancaster PE31 8AA
Present: Cllr Tom de Winton (TdW) Chair, Cllr Annalisa Dovey (AD) Vice Chair, Cllr William Gardiner (WG), Cllr Celia Borthwick (CB), Cllr Susie Ullswater( SU), Cllr Val Carpenter (VC), Cllr Stephen Bocking (SB)
Present: Philip Stone  Parish Clerk / RFO (Clerk) Minutes, six members of the public.

*Cllr T de Winton also in attendance as Borough Cllr

The Clerk confirmed Agenda item 7 f.) Not to be considered as already resolved at a previous meeting.

Declarations of Interest:
Received from Cllr Dovey, a declaration of a pecuniary interest Item 5 g) Reports owner of a business on the hard that could potentially financially benefit from any improvement works to the hard.

Apologies for absence:  Council resolved to accept apologies for absence from Cllr Tim O Sullivan, Cllr Briony Bax and Cllr Simon Osborn.
Carried Unanim

Minutes: Council resolved to approve minutes of Parish Council Meeting held Tuesday, 2nd December 2025. 

(VC) raised concern for the way in which yellow card conduct incidents are recorded in the minutes. The Clerk will look to formalise the procedure to ensure continued public openness, transparency, accountability, and compliance with the Councillor Code of Conduct for both the public in attendance and those reading the minutes following a meeting.

Proposed AD to approve| Seconded SU | 5 in favour, one against, one abstention 
Motion Carried 

Public Comments – 1
1.Agenda not currently showing on website or minutes, clerk will check with the website provider and rectify as appropriate.
2. More Book Exchange signs required, SU confirmed they have been ordered.

Reports
a)	Chairman TdW: Upcoming teams meeting re the position of the TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) 7th Jan.
b)	Borough Councillor TdW: Nothing to report for December 25.
c)	County Councillor: None received.
d)	SU Restorative Justice community works. Ongoing works to Churchyard and clearing of vegetation to the Beach Road railings.
e)	AD Christmas lights. Thanks, given to all who assisted in putting up and taking down the lights. 

Proposed VC a vote of thanks to AD seconded WG, unanimous, the Council gave their formal thanks.

f)	AD Car park passes. First drop-in session has been held for the public to attend; next drop-in session will be 2-6 at Brancaster Village Hall on Tuesday 3rd February.  TdW brought forward Agenda item 7 d).

 	VC proposed to approve the introduction of 2-year car park passes, seconded WG carried unanim

g)	A) Hard Brancaster Staithe. Meetings with National Trust and the Sailing Club have taken place a suggested list of works was agreed, and a grant funding application submitted. 

Proposed TdW that the Clerk and AD should continue to seek funding for repair works for the Hard, Seconded WG, Unanimous.

h)	TdW Harbour Master, a zoom meeting between TdW, AD and the previous Harbour Master has taken place, discussing the potential position of Harbour Master. Discussions are ongoing with a zoom meeting scheduled for the 15th January.
i)	Member updates. VC and CB attended the Beach Carpark meeting on 9th December, 

·  The parking machine requires updating.
·  The caravan requires replacement.
·  Winter improvements to the car park surface have been taken back in-house. 
·  Intention to make the carpark cash-free.
·  The sum available for donation to the Parish Council was confirmed.

j)	CB Attended the Brancaster Staithe Village Hall management meeting 5th January 2026.The Hall is looking at further improvements to the heating and water system.

k)	The Clerk confirmed Facebook and Next-Door Accounts are active. (Cllr Bax to be added as a second administrator with the Clerk.)


[bookmark: _Hlk207175984]Finance
Council received a financial report from the RFO.

Reconciled Bank Balances as at 31.12.25

- Current Account: 		 £6,795.51
- Instant Access Account:	£160,897.29
  Total: 			£167,693.80



Monthly payments
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Council resolved to approve January payments
[bookmark: _Hlk218769638]Proposed AD | Seconded WG | Carried Unanim

TdW confirmed the bank reconciliation, signed the bank statements, the monthly invoices and the payment sheet.
		
To note, consider and resolve:
Council noted the Finance group's written recommendation to increase the precept from £24,020 to £30,000, 20% representing an increase of 0.38p per band D property per month.
Proposed to increase the precept to £30,000WG | Seconded SU | Motion Carried 4 in favour, 1 against, 2 abstentions. 
To note the Finance group's recommendation to approve the draft budget of £77,306.70. Noted.
Council approved the draft budget.
Proposed to approve the draft budget, SU | Seconded AD | Motion Carried 6 in favour 1 abstention.
Dealt with under agenda Item 5 f).				
Noted.
Not considered as approved at a previous meeting.
Proposed to appoint the contractor recommended by the asset group.
					Proposed WG / Seconded SU / Carried Unanim
Council noted the Clerk has received notification of a Code of Conduct Complaint relating to a member's conduct.			
Hedge works playing field, Brancaster. Council considered contractor-recommended works (3 items), supported by a recommendation from SU to carry out all works.
Proposed AD to approve recommended works 1 for £1,036.00 and to leave items 2 and 3 until Autumn (when the hedge can be re-assessed following growth and recovery).

[bookmark: _Hlk217037954]Proposed AD | Seconded WG | Motion Carried: 6 in favour - 1 abs
		
The Clerk, assisted by the asset group, will seek to confirm ownership of the footpath, to the side of the hedge and the maintenance responsibility.

Accounts package for April 26, AD recommended the advantages of AdventEdge an accounts package for Councils at an annual cost of approx. £350 per annum. The Clerk will review the package and report to the council at the next meeting.

Membership of NALC & SLCC. The advantages and disadvantages of membership were discussed. Council discussed the advantages and disadvantages of membership of each.  


Proposed WD that Council join SLCC   | Seconded AD | Carried Unanim



1.) Planning: 25/02069/F Details: Householder: Extension and renovation of existing dwelling.  at 10 Branodunum, Brancaster Kings Lynn Norfolk PE31 8AL.

                        Proposed TdW No comment | Seconded WG | Motion carried 6 in favour 1 against.

Late received applications:
1.) 
2.) 25/02005/F Details: Householder: Proposed Oak Frame Garden Room (Rear Extension).  at 1 Hempland Close Brancaster King's Lynn Norfolk  PE31 8BH.  

		           Proposed SU no comment | Seconded WG | Carried Unanim.

3.)  25/02116/F Details: Householder: Proposed cart shed and replacement pergola at  Marshlands Cross Lane Brancaster King's Lynn Norfolk PE31 8AE. 

Not considered will be considered by the Chair and Vice Chair under planning protocol
				

 To confirm any delegated decisions made.  Confirmed item 5 g) application by Clerk & AD in applying for funding. Noted that the Clerk and AD will continue to make applications for funding for the hard.

Correspondence
1) Council noted the email of support from the National Trust for funding of works at Brancaster Staithe Village Green.
2) Council noted the contractor's quote for recommended works to hedge at Brancaster playing field.

Noted no item 10. on Agenda

11. Agenda requests
1) AD, Retrospective Approval of expenditure for picture framing of school artwork hanging at Brancaster Village Hall.
2) AD, Councillor training Docking 23rd Feb 6-9pm.
3) AD, Update of clerk delegated authority.

12.  Public Questions- 2
1.) Public request if keys to Brancaster Staithe Village Hall have been located, the clerk confirmed two further sets have been requested and will be paid for by the Council.

TdW proposed to extend the meeting by 30 minutes seconded/ Carried Unanimous

13. Next meeting: 
Confirmed as Tuesday 3rd February 2026 Brancaster Staithe Village Hall 6.30 pm.
14. Exclusion of the Press and Public	
Council resolved, in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during Agenda items 15 and 16.
15. To receive a confidential report relating to a members conduct. The Clerk gave a report relating to a code of conduct complaint against a members conduct and confirmed it was being dealt with by the Borough Councils Monitoring Officer and Council would be informed of the result when resolved.
16. To receive a confidential report relating to donations. The Clerk and TdW gave a report relating to the possible reduction in the sum of donations being received. Council requested the Clerk and AD deal with the issue and report back to Council as appropriate.


	Meeting Closed 9.10 pm					
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