

Brancaster Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Time & Date: Tuesday 2nd December at 6.30 pm.
Location: Brancaster Village Hall Main Road Brancaster PE31 8AA
Present: Cllr Tom de Winton (TdW) Chair, Cllr Annalisa Dovey (AD), Cllr William Gardiner (WG), Cllr Celia Borthwick (CB), Cllr Susie Ullswater( SU), Cllr Simon Osborn (SO), Cllr Val Carpenter (VC), Cllr Briony Bax (BB), Cllr Stephen Bocking (SB)
Present: Phillip Stone  (Parish Clerk / RFO) Minutes, six members of the public.

*Cllr T de Winton also in attendance as Borough Cllr

Declarations of Interest a)
Received from Cllr Dovey, a declaration of a pecuniary interest Item 6 a) Payments, nu: 3. 
Received from Cllr Ullswater, a declaration of a pecuniary interest Item 6 a) Payments nu:3.

Apologies for absence: a) Council resolved to approve apologies for absence from Cllr Tim O Sullivan.
Carried Unanim

Minutes: Council resolved to approve minutes of Parish Council Meeting held Tuesday 4th November 2025. 
Proposed WG | Seconded AD | Carried Unanim. 

Public Comments - 1
a) Tomato Energy have gone bust. The council confirmed its awareness and noted that it is in the process of switching suppliers.
ACTION: Clerk to confirm switching of energy supplier.

Reports
Chairman (TdW) reports; 
Visited Restorative Justice whilst they were carrying out works in the Parish.
Assisted with the installation of Parish Christmas lights.

Borough Councillor (TdW); reports;
Appointed to Vice Chair of the Audit Committee dealing with risk, in particular financial risk.
Planning applications are down.
Dealing with contentious issues such as Gypsy and Traveller sites and the demolition of a semi-detached council house.

County Councillor: None received.

Restorative Justice & Community works (SU)
Brancaster Playing Field hedge works continue
Tidying and clearing works within the grounds of Brancaster Churchyard are ongoing. 
Church's Fabric Officer (Member of Public) expresses thanks.  
Church railings to be wire brushed and painted when the weather permits.
Awaiting quote for removal of stumps around Brancaster Playing field perimeter following meeting with Heronwood.
Book exchange signage installed to the telephone boxes at Brancaster and Brancaster Staithe.
Brancaster Staithe Village Green: dead Coronation Oak Tree replaced with healthy looking Hornbeam.
       
Christmas Lights Working Group Report (AD, CB, SU)
Christmas lights installed and working. 
Request to the public not to fiddle with switches.
Thanks, given to all Christmas lights helpers.

Brancaster Beach Carpark passes (AD)
Brancaster Beach Car park Pass applications are open online
Was in printed forms at the Post Office will no longer be available. 
Alternatively, there will be two drop-in sessions for people unable to 
complete the online application. 

Brancaster Staithe Village Hall Tuesday 6th January 
Brancaster Village Hall Tuesday 3rd of February from 2pm to 6pm.

Clerk will update website to show the appropriate link only and to provide the correct application information.
4.	Clerk will include appropriate updated information in the Parish Newsletter.

Welcome baskets (BB)
Welcome baskets replaced with a welcome letter signed by all Councillors, community information, tide times and an invitation to new residents to attend the Carol service on the 14th December.
Council agreed to include a welcome section on the Council website 
Cllr Bax will liaise with the clerk to prepare a welcome section for new residents for the council’s website.

Member Update: None received. 


[bookmark: _Hlk207175984]Finance
Council received a financial report from the RFO.

Balances as of meeting date:
- Current Account: 		 £006,534.93
- Instant Access Account:	£165,969.56
  Total: 				£172,504.50
        
Council resolved to approve upcoming December payments
Proposed SO | Seconded BB | Carried Unanim

		DECEMBER PAYMENTS 25

1.BROADLAND COMPUTERS							£618.00
2.THE ROMANTIC GARDEN TREE PLANTING					£190.26
3.CLLR A DOVEY REINBURSEMENT BATTERIES CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 	£38.70
4. FAKENHAM GARDEN CENTRE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 			£598.25
5. JP SUTTON CHRISTMAS TREES SUPPLY 					£220.00
6. CLLR ULLSWATER PAINT ECT RESTORATIVE JUSTICE REFUND		£135.75
7. CLERK SALARY DEC							            £1,246.61
8. TAX										£243.88
9. NORFOLK PENSION FUND							£381.94
10. KEVIN COMPTON 								£150.00
11. WORKING FROM HOME AND INTERNET ALLOWANCE			£38.00
12 GO CARDLESS								£30.60


TOTAL									           £2,832.56

RECEIPTS
BRANCASTER PLAYINGFIELD CONTRIBUTION TO
PLAY EQUIPMENT DEPOSIT						          £2,875.60

Anticipated donation from the Golf Club was noted.

RFO confirmed Bank reconciliations remain outstanding due to outstanding statements from Barclays. RFO anticipates being able to be present the bank reconciliation at the January 2026 meeting. To consider and resolve:


To consider and resolve:
Brancaster Staithe Harbour launch site grant funding: Council resolved to grant delegated authority to AD and Clerk to submit funding bid for possible launching site improvement works at Brancaster Staithe Harbour in partnership with BSSC (Brancaster Staithe Sailing Club) and NT (National Trust).

Council noted the short time scale with deadline 17th December 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk217037954]Proposed WG | Seconded BB | Motion Carried : 8 for - 1 abs

1. To request approval of proposed remedial works (quote already to hand) at Brancaster Staithe Village Green from the land owner NT.


[bookmark: _Hlk217037966]						Proposed WG | Seconded SU | Motion Carried : 8 for - 1 abs

		        2. To approve the contractor

					Proposed WG | Seconded SU | Motion Carried : 8 for - 1 abs


Harbour Master, seasonal appointment. (TdW)
1. Council noted receipt of the briefing paper
2. Council noted proposal that the Harbour Master would be a subcontractor to the council, working approximately 450 hours at a salary of approx £7,500.
3. Council resolved that TdW & AD enter formal negotiations on behalf of Council with the National Trust and the last Harbour Master re the position of Harbour Master for the 2026 season.
  
2. Proposed CB | Seconded WG | Carried 8 for - 1 Abs. 

3. Proposed CB | Seconded WG | Carried 8 for - 1 Abs.

4. Council resolved to include £10,000 to be included in the 2026 - 2027 budget to make provision for the Harbour Master

Proposed AD | Seconded WG | Carried 8 for - 1 abs


Personnel Committee: Council resolved to appoint TdW, AD, BB, WG to the Personnel Committee.
Carried Unanim  


Draft Budget approval: Council resolved to re-present budget for approval at January meeting in light of decision on 7. 4) and current unavailability of Tax Base figures. 
Proposed TdW | Seconded WG | Carried: 8 for - 1 abs,

Christmas Lights Removal: Council resolved to request volunteers Sunday 4th January to remove, lights, to be stored at BVH. (Brancaster Village Hall).

 Proposed TdW | Seconded WG | Carried 8 for - 1 abs


Council Social Media Access: Council resolved to approve a new Facebook Page and Next Door account for clerk plus one (BB). 

Proposed TdW | Seconded SB| carried unanimously


Brancaster Playing Field change of status 
1) Council received memo on options of registering as Village Green or Local Green Space. (LGS).
2.) Council discussed potential retractions and impact, noting LGS provided more flexibility. 
3.) Council resolved to register the Brancaster Playing field as Local Green Space. Clerk to action.
Proposed AD | Seconded SU | carried 8 for - 1 Against

4.) Council resolved to lodge a statement of ownership at Norfolk County Council with the intention of preventing registration as a Village Green.
Clerk to action.
Proposed TdW | carried Unanim. 

Brancaster Sports Club Grant request: To consider contribution of £400 to the annual cost of £1,800 to the Brancaster playing field committee for monthly play equipment inspections.
1.) Resolved to contribute £900 towards the first year’s costs.
Carried Unanim

25/00118/F  RE Consultation: Change of Use from agricultural land to commercial with installation of 5no. Holiday Lodges and 3no. Camping pods.  at Land East of 1 Saxon Field Main Road Brancaster Norfolk Cllr de Winton confirmed what the amendment to the application was and received questions from Cllrs before leaving the room 8.08 pm.

TdW recused, AD chaired

https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SQKAJLIVL7Z00
	The Clerk reminded Cllr Carpenter of the propriety of her conduct.  Cllr 
Carpenter immediately apologised to the meeting for her comments in respect of the chair.

				Proposed SU to approve /Seconded WG/Carried Unanim

	Cllr de Winton, returned to the meeting at 8.15 pm


 To confirm any delegated decisions made. None made.

Correspondence
1) Council noted email from and response to sailing club regarding Village Green works.

No 10. Missing from Agenda

11. Agenda requests
1) Cllr Borthwick, Brancaster Playing Field hedge.

12.  Public Questions- 2
1) A member of the public brought into question whether or not a Harbour Master
       is needed or required.
2) Cllr Carpenter, at the discretion of the chair, gave an update on the Social 
       Housing in Brancaster, confirming 8 are being occupied by local residents.
13. Next meeting: Confirmed as Tuesday 6th January  2026 Brancaster Staithe & Burnham Deepdale Village Hall 6.30 pm.

Meeting closed 8.30 pm.
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